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Balaclava Hill Open Cut Mine, Whroo 
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The MAXI 3 Hour 
Please let Rob or Helen Edmonds know if you are able to help out at the Maxi. The Maxi will be held at 
Whroo on Sunday, Sept 12. All helpers can take part in the Maxi, as well, if they wish. 

Those taking part in Saturday’s event at Kangaroo Gully, Bendigo will be able to have an early run so that 
they can come across to Whroo to lend a hand. Camping is available at Green’s Reserve near the assembly 
area or you can book accommodation in nearby Rushworth. Lauris and Ian Stirling are looking after the 
catering for the event. 

Dinner on Saturday night will be at the Criterion Hotel, 59 High Street, Rushworth 
Pastas, fish & chips, schnitzels - around $15.00, steaks are in the 
$25.00 range 

Please contact Lauris on 9876-3643 if to assure your place. 

Rushworth is 157km north of Melbourne and the town has a number of 
interesting attractions. High Street is a conservation area that has 
many old buildings that date back to the goldrush. Hyde Street has an 
old steam traction engine whistle post and there is the St. Paul's 
Anglican Church, which was built in 1860. The Criterion Hotel was 
opened in 1856.  

Balaclava Mine became the largest open cut gold mine in Victoria, 
producing enormous wealth, but today, it remains like a volcanic crater 
in the forested landscape, with a stairway down to the former tramway 
tunnel that exits on the south side of the hill, while a myriad of other tunnels and shafts remain inaccessible 
and hidden from view.  The once bustling, thriving and settled Whroo township is now deserted with the less 
obvious relics of its past glory scattered throughout numerous alluvial and reef goldmining sites in the 
surrounding State Forest. 

A cemetery lies on a lonely hillside and contains some 400 graves, reflecting the harshness of life on the 
goldfields. Not far from the cemetery, on Spring Hill, is the Ngurai-Illam-Wurrung Rock Well, reputedly 
used by Aborigines and later enlarged by gold miners so that they could immerse billies. It is thought the 
Aborigines protected the waterhole with a rock to prevent pollution by animals and debris, and to reduce 
evaporation. The Aboriginal name for the waterhole - “Wooroo” meaning mouth, is the origin of the name 
Whroo.  

The Whroo State Forest provides spectacular displays of wildflowers including wattles 
during spring and magnificent Grasstrees (Xanthorrhoea). Grasstree flowers can be used 
as a compass. The flowers on the warmer, sunnier side of the spike (usually the north 
facing side) often open before the flowers on the cooler side facing away from the sun. 

Australian Orienteering Championship Carnival, South Australia  
Seven club members will be making the trip over to South Australia for the Australian 
Champs Carnival in late September. 

CLUB RELAYS  
The club entered 9 teams into this year’s club relays held at Woodlands. Joyce Rowlands, Jennifer Lindley 
and Leonie Carberry won the D course. Sarah Gigante, Ryan and Sunny Carberry were second on E course. 
Everyone had a most enjoyable day.  

   
           Ready for the changeover - note Callum Moore’s appropriate hair colour.                        Ryan Carberry heading for the finish line 
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Eppalock South State League Event, 15 August 
Melbourne was a comfortable 12 degrees at 8am, but conditions were cool, damp and drizzly at Redesdale. 
The Loddon and the Coliban Rivers were running a banker. There was plenty of water in the small creeks 
and lots of wallabies enjoying the conditions. Competitors arrived back drenched. I managed to squeeze a 
cup of water from each sock. However, it was easy to keep warm while running in the shelter of the forest. 
Ted van Geldermalsen's courses were fast, but still tricky enough to catch most competitors out. It can be 
hard to relocate yourself in this undulating, subtle terrain, featuring shallow gullies and small knolls; and easy 
to lose a lot of time in the process. It is important to run straight, with good compass precision and to use 
gullies to run along or tick off as they are crossed. It was good to see quite a few club members make the trip; 
17 of our members scored Rockhopper points. Ryan Carberry won the “Rising Star” award for winning the 
M10A category. 

MTBO  
There is a bit of a break in mountain bike events. The next events are in October with a double header at 
Nelson on the SA border followed by the Australian Champs at Castlemaine, the following weekend. We are 
looking forward to welcoming our NZ cousins who will be sending over a large contingent for this series of 
events. Joyce, Phil, Kevin, Rob and Helen enjoyed the last event at Kangaroo Gully, Bendigo. Peter and 
Judy Hill did a great job setting the courses.  

Trailer Storage 
After 20 years of storing club equipment at the Johnson’s it is now time to find a new location. The club has 
decided to take the Niven’s up on their very generous offer to look after the equipment at their place. The 
club will buy a shipping container and pay for installation works.  

Lake Mountain Ski Trip 
Don and Fiona Fell and Rob Edmonds recently headed up to Lake Mountain 
for a great day of cross country skiing. It was interesting to look at the 
rebuilding program in full progress and three hire ski shops in operation in 
Marysville. The best snow falls in years and seen record number of visitors. 
Lake Mountain would be a good place for Ski Orienteering. 

If you get a chance to head up to the snow, it is worth hiring your gear from 
Marysville Ski Hire in the centre of Marysville, and mention the Fells who 
have a family connection.  

ROGAINING Metrogaine/Cyclogaine 
Sarah and Kerry Gigante finished 1

st
 in the Women’s and Family sections 

of the 6 hour Sunbury Cyclogaine on August 22 – 11
th
 overall out of 31 teams. Phil Giddings and Jamie 

Goddard (YV) were 3
rd

 and Rob Mason (BK) and Peter Maloney were 28
th
. 

Ron Wescott and Ron Frederick finished 5
th
 in the Metrogaine (2

nd
 in Men’s SuperVet); Robyn and Claire 

Sunderland were a very commendable 41
st
 out of the 61 teams that took part. 

 
Next Club Meeting Tuesday, 5th October at 8pm 

At Laurie and Rex Niven’s place, 15 Rockliffe St Eltham 
Melways: 22 A8 
RSVP 94313803 

All members welcome to attend. Bring a supper plate. 

Don and Fiona at Woollybut Saddle 


