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CLUB RELAYS
Entries close Monday August 13.
It is time to think about this year’s event on August
19 at Wildflower Drive, Woodlands in Bendigo.
There has been a new map drawn specially for this
event. Let Rob Edmonds know if you would like to
participate.
Course lengths will be 7.6km (A), 5.7km (B),
3.8km (C), 2.2km (D), and E having mixed legs of
5.7km, 3.8km and 2.2km. There are no age
restrictions on entry to the five courses.
Entry cost is $14 for senior VOA members, $7 for
junior VOA members, $35 for VOA family
members, $20 for senior non-VOA members, $10
for junior non-VOA members, and $50 for a nonVOA family entry.
Nillumbik Emus will pay half your VOA member
entry fee costs. Payments can be made on the day
to the club treasurer, Schon Hudson, or her deputy.
Please send your choice of course and SI number
or hire one if you need one by this Sunday.

2012 Bush fixture click link to go to VOA website
Hepburn Diggings, Daylesford, State Series
Vin Maloney Trophy, Club Competition
Sunday Sept 2
Course Planner: Rex Niven
Organiser: Phil Giddings
Vin Maloney Trophy
Don Fell will be organising the handicaps for
this year’s Vin Maloney Trophy at this event.
Helen Edmonds is the current holder of the
trophy.
Entry for this event is now online.
You Yangs, Maxi 3 Hour Adventure Series
Sunday Oct 14
Course Planner & Organiser: Rob Edmonds
Assistant Organiser: Someone Needed
Catering Manager: Lauris Stirling
Bunjil, Ballan
Victorian Night Champs & Score’O Nov 3/4
Course Planner: Someone Needed
Organiser: Someone Needed

XMAS in July
A very successful evening was held at the Stirling
residence in Ringwood North on a cool July
evening. Lauris and Joyce made sure that there
was a great traditional dinner and there was
plenty of Christmas Cheer.
A highlight was Kris Kringle. There was a much
sought after Tea Towel, embossed with a
compass and an emu which was highly sought
after. Laurie Niven managed to snaffle it after it
changed hands three times.
There were some who dressed appropriately for
the occasion with Michael Hayward (Old Man
Emu) and Sofia (The Christmas Elf) being the
stand outs. Pictures from a mobile phone on
following pages capture some of the merriment.
Thanks again to Ian and Lauris for providing
great hospitality in their lovely home.
MelBushO You Yangs
Don and Fiona Fell organised the event on the
following weekend. We were blessed with great
weather, although the wind did kick up as the day
wore on.
Phil Giddings starred by riding the 70 km from
Surry Hills before completing the A course and
riding home. He claimed he had a tail wind
coming down. He certainly had a tail wind going
home as the breeze strengthened and switched
around. Lucky fella!
There were over 130 participants at the You
Yangs and the whole series was very notable for
the number of newcomers that took part.
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Elephant Tracks by Rex Niven
I used to wonder how an elephant track seems to unerringly go
to the control, even though the people who made it probably
had no idea where the control was. To understand this I had to
study the science of RISK.
Many people agree that the highlight of the NEV year is the
Xmas in July, and especially the competition for guess-thenumber of rubber bands (or marbles, or jelly beans..) It is a
wonderful example of many minds really being better than
one, as although many people guess wildly high, and many
really low, the average person is exactly right. In this graph
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you see all the guesses for the 2012 tournament, and they are
distributed evenly over quite a wide range. But the correct
answer is 1493 which is RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE lying
between competitor 9 and 10 (out of 20).
This naturally brings me back to elephant tracks. An orienteer
set loose across featureless terrain cannot hold a compassbearing better than within about 5 degrees.
So a group of orienteers setting off in the same direction will
have spread out over a 200m front after 1km. But because they
weave left and right the centre line becomes more trampled,
and eventually the most trodden or elephant track forms IN A
BEE LINE to the control, because that is where the average
orienteer is most often.
So, my formula to win the guess-the-number-of-beans is:
- be the last entry so you can work out the average of all
previous guesses
- look for a gap in entries near the average so you have more
scope to be the nearest
- enter under several false names, there is nothing like having
several shots
To better understand bees and indeed elephants I recommend
the book “Against The Gods: The Remarkable Story of Risk”
by Peter Bernstein
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10 YEARS ON

Phil got confused and just left 5 out....

The Club ran the long distance ‘Classic” 2002
Australian MTBO Champs at Whroo.

Grant rode around and around... Tom rode off the
map... Adrian tried to ride off the map and then
thought a puncture might be more fun... Hayden
just rode... Dari felt strong but was very untidy…
Emily Viner slipped up at number one, allowing
Belinda Allison to catch up 4 minutes. Emily had to
ride hard to regain this lost time, and ended up 6
minutes ahead at the finish. Carolyn Jackson came
in third after losing a lot of time with map troubles.
Paul Liggins came 1st in M35 after the first two
riders DQed themselves due to off track riding probably more to do with not realising rather than a
disregard for the rules... Lee Merchant came over
from SA and pipped Tim Hatley for 3rd.
Most riders from a navigational point of view
would have been frustrated with their rides - at a
guess I would say everyone would have lost more
time than usual. The map was tricky and some
tracks were quite "indistinct". Derek did a great job
to tape some of the minor tracks but was never
going to be able to do them all. The new mapping
standards are a learning process and this was just
one step along the way towards better maps in the
future.
The use of the Sportident units added an extra
degree of complexity to the organisation but was
welled received by competitors - MTBO route
choices are often only separated by seconds rather
than minutes - and time lost to errors are very easy
to see.
Thanks to Rob Edmonds, Derek Morris and
Nillumbik Emus for a great day in the bush.

Here is the race report
Competitors arrived at the Miners Retreat picnic
area in the Whroo SF wondering what would be in
store for them over the longer-than-normal courses
on the dry and dusty tracks...
Immediately after starting I realised that this was
not your normal "glance-at-the-map-and-ride" type
of area. The tracks were more indistinct than usual,
and more attention had to paid to the contours to
aid in navigation.
Did this fact sink in for me? No...... But it did for
some - Jim Russell realised that he needed to be
very careful in this area and mentioned that he
stopped and LOOKED at the map more often than
usual.
With this approach, Jim grabbed 2nd place in
Open Men, only a few minutes behind the
unstoppable Alex Randall. David Searle was
happy to bag third after a flat in the last third of the
course. The next few competitors in Open Men
were close together but all had "mixed" rides
punctuated by many small errors on the smaller
tracks.
The Teachers Games will be held in Ballarat
area this year. The orienteering events will be held
on Tuesday 25th September.

The Victorian Teachers Games is an annual event
hosted by one of the five non-metropolitan
regional offices of the Department of Education
and Early Childhood Development.
MAPPING SOFTWARE
The Games are open to all current and retired
employees of the Department of Education and
Early Childhood Development, and all staff from
Catholic and independent schools in the State of
Victoria, plus participants nominated by our major
sponsors. Registrations & event entries close on
Friday Sept 7
36 teams have already entered, aMAZEing and
has proved more popular than the organisers
imagined. Teams of 3 or 4 are needed for this
event. Eureka Orienteers are organising this event.
For more info: http://www.victeachersgames.com/
Please contact Rob or Helen Edmonds if you want
to take part

The Club has recently
purchased 4 new Standard
OCAD 11 licenses. OCAD
has been the most popular
software used for mapping
orienteering maps around
the world. The Club has
continued to update their
licenses from OCAD 6.
The Club has maintained
ownership of two OCAD 9
licenses and some
members are still using
OCAD 8.

Ron Frederick
You Yangs

