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An orienteering club was started at Eltham College 
in 1975. Fred Veler, the physical and outdoor 
education teacher at the College, was instrumental in 
forming this group.  

The Eltham College Club changed its name to 
Nillumbik in 1980 in order to broaden its 
membership base, according to a news article 
printed in the Diamond Valley News in February 
1980. There have been many mergers and 
associations over the years. 

The name Nillumbik comes from an Aboriginal 
word used by the Wurundjeri people, thought to 
mean óshallow or dead earthô. This is reflective of 
the general soil type and the relatively sparse 
vegetation of the region. Another more recent 
interpretation of the word Nillumbik is 'Go and Get 
Lost'.   

Located less than 25 kilometres north-east from the 
centre of Melbourne, with the Yarra River as its 
southern boundary, the Nillumbik region extends to 
the Kinglake National Park in the north. It stretches 
approximately 20 kilometres from the Plenty River 
in the west to Christmas Hills and the Yarra 
escarpment in the east. Though lacking in plant 
foods, the area was reputedly good for hunting. 

The area now comprising the Shire of Nillumbik 
was roamed for centuries by the Wurundjeri-willam 
clan of the Woiwurrung speaking people. The 
Woiwurrung territory encompassed the watersheds 
of both the Yarra and Maribyrnong Rivers and thus 
occupied much of present-day Melbourne. A number 
of archaeological sites remain as evidence of 
Aboriginal custodianship of much land within the 
Shire, and the Wurundjeri are recorded as having co-
existed with the early white squatters and selectors.  

Prominent Eltham College orienteers were the Agar, 
Baker, Barratt, Carroll, Collins, Fitzwater, 
Henderson, King, Staudte, Stingel, Vallance, 
Winsock, Woodhouse, Watts, and Yeoman Families, 
Terry and Sue Davidson, Carmel Davidson and 
Arthur Thurlow.  

Donald and Karen Staudte represented Australia at 
World Championships. Susannah King represented 
Australia in World Cup Events. Glenn Collins was 
Club Treasurer in 1994 and our Public Officer since 
the Club was incorporated as Nillumbik 
Orienteering Club. Doug Carroll audited the Club 
books for many years. Carmel Davidson served on 
the committee for many years and was Secretary in 
1997. She is fondly remembered for her cheerful 
contributions at events.  

Ian Vallance served as Club President for most of 
the formative years of the Nillumbik Club and stored 
the Club trailer and equipment on his Hurstbridge 
property. Eltham College ran the Victorian Club 
Relays at Heathcote in 1976. Nillumbik ran the 
Victorian Schools Champs at Watsonós Creek in 
1981. In 1983, Nillumbik also ran a Schoolsô event 
at Eltham Parklands, mostly for Diamond Valley 
Primary schools with over 800 students taking part. 
There were previous Schools Champs: Plenty River 
in 1979 and Belgrave South in 1980. 

The 1981 Christmas 6 days Orienteering Carnival 
attracted orienteers from around the world.  Events 
were: Day 1 (Rockhoppers) at Spargo Creek; Day 2 
(Brumby) at Glenluce; Day 3 (La Trobe 
Mountaineering Club) at Greendale; Day 4 
(Bayside) at Tarilta Creek; Day 5 (Yarra Valley) at 
Kalimna Park; Day 6 (Eltham College/Nillumbik) at 
Creswick Forest  

When the Geelong Orienteering Club disbanded, 
some of its members joined Nillumbik. Bob Millett 
was a long serving secretary of the VOA and 
President of Geelong. Derek Morris was another 
long serving member who won many Victorian 
Rogaining Championships. The You Yangs became 
one of our maps and was used by Nillumbik for the 
Australian Club Relays in the World Championship 
Carnival in 1985, attracting over 900 participants.  

Latrobe University Mountaineering Club 
(LUMC) was one of the original clubs in Victoria to 
join the Victorian Orienteering Association when the 
first clubs were formed in 1972. Andrea Harris from 
Super Turtles (a club Kathy Liley also represented) 
was a member of LUMC and represented Australia 
in 1976. Latrobe Mountaineering Club óLMC-
Leadbeatersô was formed from ex-LUMC members 
and some of its members joined Nillumbik OC in 
1983. LMC organised the first 6 hour Rogaine for 
the VRA in 1979 at Mt Baw Baw and the Autumn 
12 hour at Blackwood in 1980. The Latrobe 
University and Greendale/Blackwood maps were 
produced by LMC. Other keen orienteers from LMC 
included Neville Byrne, Hans Enter, Sally Ferry, 
John Christie, Rob and Helen Edmonds. In 1981, 
David Rowlands (Rockhoppers) and Rob Edmonds 
won the first Snogaine held on the Bogong High 
Plains. The event was run from the Rover Hut which 
necessitated skiing out and camping out in the snow 
before the competition. 
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Melbourne University Mountaineering Club 
(MUMC) was also one of the original Victorian 
orienteering clubs.  MUMC organised the first 24 
hour Walk in 1947. This event became an annual 
feature of its calendar. In 1969 the inter-varsity 
competition became an official 24 hour score 
orienteering contest.  

The first official intervarsity orienteering contest 
started on 31 May 1969, in the Blackwood-
Daylesford area. It used a house owned by 
Melbourne University at Blackwood as the hash 
house. Unlike the traditional MUMC 24 hour walk, 
it was a score competition rather than a cross 
country event, reflecting the preferences of the 
majority of participating universities. For the first 
time, red-and-white cloth markers were used, with a 
white diagonal strip over a red background, instead 
of the traditional strip of white cheesecloth. The 
MUMC team of Ron Frederick and Bob McNaught 
won the menôs section while Monash won the 
womenôs contest.  

Orienteering started to catch on in Victoria in the 
1970ôs, and in 1978 three MUMC members 
transformed the 24 hour Walk into rogaining as a 
separate discipline.  Rex Niven and Laurie Niven 
(nee Patrick) as members of MUMC competed in 
the 24 hour walk hosted by the University of New 
England near Armidale in 1975. Rex also set a 24 
hour walk in the Pyalong area, in the same year. 
MUMC, like LMC, had many branch activities 
under its umbrella ï bushwalking, rock climbing, 
cross-country skiing, canoe/kayaking, caving/
speleology, rogaining, and orienteering.   

The first Australian Rogaining Championship, in 
May 1979, centred on the town of Tallarook, 
Victoria. There were 76 teams. The first Australian 
Champions were David Rowlands (Rockhopper) and 
David Church. Rob and Helen Edmonds teamed 
with Phil Rumpff (all LMC) were winners of the 
mixed category and second overall. Other LMC 
members who took part were Louise Wilson, Kieran 
Loughran, John Christie, Sue Hoffmann, Joost 
Brouwer, Helen Godfrey and Shane McEvery. 
Randy Boyce and Ann Winchester, who later joined 
NE, also competed in this event. 

When the orienteering group became an entity in 
itself (1982), it took the name EMU OC from Ex-
MUMC.  Orienteering had been introduced to 
Australia in 1969, when the first event was run at 
Tynong North. Ron Frederick won the event and 
Annabelle Roth was the female winner.  

Annabelle featured in an article in The Truth 
newspaper, ñThe Girl with the Lacerated Legs.ò 

Prominent members of EMU were David Hogg (The 
first VOA and OFA President), Paul and Dorothy 
Adrian (who kept the Club trailer out the front and 
equipment under the house), Margaret Badminton 
(who donated funds for the Clubôs trailer), the 
Bayliss Family, John Burrow, Bob Cannon, John 
and Nina Cole, Max Corey, Don and Fiona (Shaw) 
Fell, Ron Frederick (the first VOA and OFA 
Treasurer) and Judy Frederick, Tony and Cath Kerr, 
Gill King, Bill and Marion Johnson, Geoff Lawford, 
Kath Liley (maintained newsletter),  John and Jill 
Turner (John initially looked after Club equipment) 
and Ron Wescott (who looked after equipment after 
John). Erica Johnson served as VOA minutes 
secretary from 1991-1994 and stored the Club trailer 
at her home from 1994. Bill Johnson, who lived 
nearby, was equipment officer from this time. Kathy 
Liley served in many important roles with the VOA 
and OFA. Judy Frederick was the first Australian 
Womenôs Champ. The event was held at Steiglitz. 
The map had two different contour intervals as a 
result of using two different base maps. The event 
was run by MUMC with Bob Cannon the course 
setter. Max Corey set the first Australian v New 
Zealand Challenge near Puckapunyal. Geoff 
Lawford represented Australia at World 
Championship in 1978, 1979 and 1981. Sunwest 
Lodge, later Hepburn Diggings was an early MUMC 
map made to IOF specifications. Geoff Lawford, 
Chris Norwood and David Miller did the fieldwork 
for the map. David Miller used to work in all 
weather and at the end of wet days dry himself and 
the fieldwork sheets standing around a fire. 
Unfortunately, this meant the fieldwork sheets 
shrunk. Geoff drew the map ï and when tracing his 
work had to keep moving his shrunken field work 
sheets about so that they fitted properly (at the point 
he was tracing) with the base reference map behind. 

MUMC ran the Australian Champs at 
Korweinguboora in October, 1981. The creeks ran 
high after a huge rainfall and a snowstorm swept the 
area during the event bringing sub-zero 
temperatures. MUMC also ran the Australian 
Champs at the World Championship Carnival in 
1985, at Crocodile Reservoir. There were over 1000 
entrants That same year MUMC ran an event at 
Steiglitz with over 300 participants. Steiglitz 
eventually became off limits for orienteering, due to 
the cinnamon fungus dieback disease.  



 

John Cole built a magnificent results display which 
was used for many years at major events. It is still 
used by the VOA for the Schoolsô Championships. 
Paul Adrian was President of EMU. Bill Johnson 
was newsletter editor from 1990-2004. Marion 
Johnson was Club Treasurer from 1990-1993, then 
Nillumbik Emus 1995-1997 and 1999-2004. Erica 
Johnson was NE Treasurer in 1998. 

The Clubôs present name, Nillumbik Emus 
Orienteering Club, resulted from an amalgamation 
of Nillumbik and EMUs at the end of 1993. The 
Edmonds family had come to Nillumbik from the 
LMC, and Rob was the first President of Nillumbik 
Emus. Ron Frederick came from EMUs and has  
been President of Nillumbik Emus since 1995. 

Some current members of NE first belonged to St 
Leoôs/Navigators, which merged with EMUs 
around 1988. Bungal Forest, near Ballan, was one of 
St Leoôs/Navigators orienteering areas. Vin Maloney 
and his son Kevin Maloney started with St Leos, a 
College in Box Hill. They bought and ran the 
OôShop for many years. Kevin still runs the OôShop. 
In his memory, the Vin Maloney Trophy for best 
Club orienteer is awarded annually. It is based on a 
handicap system, at a selected event. It has been is  
designed and collated by Don Fell. The trophy is a 
lovely carving of Tasmania designed to fold flat 
when not being used a fruit bowl. 

Other prominent members included Garnett and 
Hazel Edwards (author of óThereôs A Hippopotamus 
On My Roof Eating Cakeô and óGang-O Kidsô 
among many other books), Martin Hall, John 
Plucinski, Bill and Doreen Schinck, Pat Thwaites 
and Paul Tresize.  

Membership grew when the successful 
Rockhoppers Club merged with Nillumbik Emus in 
1995. Rockhoppers was named after a catamaran of 
the same name. Prominent members of Rockhoppers 
were the Jackson, Moore, Rowlands, Steer families, 
Sue Healy, Mary Omodei and Jim McLennan. Sue 
Healy and Peter Jackson served as VOA Presidents.  

Mary Omodei was in the Australian team in 1978. 
Carolyn Jackson represented Australia at foot 
orienteering many times (1976, 1978, 1979, 1985), 
and more recently at mountain bike orienteering - 
along with her son Adrian, who won the World 
Championship MTBO middle distance gold medal 
in 2004 and long distance bronze in 2005. In 1981, 
David Rowlands won the Oceania Champs in Hong 
Kong. He was in the winning team at the inaugural 
Australian Rogaining Championships in 1979. Helen 
and Robert Edmonds were in the wining mixed team 
with Derek Morris which finished second overall.  

 

David also won gold at the World Rogaining 
Championships. He mapped and set the first world 
Rogaining Champs which were held in WA. 

When Rockhoppers folded they put aside funds for 
an annual trophy. The Rockhopper Trophy for 
Champion Victorian Club was created in 1995 and 
Nillumbik Emus OC is very proud to have won the 
trophy 11 times up to 2008. 

In 1990, Victoria sent its first representative team to 
the Australian Secondary School Orienteering 
Champs. The ASSOC are traditionally held during 
the Australian Championship Carnival. The first 
official ASSOC Champs were held the year before, 
but Victoria was unable to send a team as 
orienteering was not a recognised sport with the 
VSSSA. Rob Edmonds was chair of the Schools 
Committee and worked with Peter Searle and Peta 
Whitford and the Schools Committee to acquire the 
necessary status to send teams. The Club has 
generously assisted members who make the team. 
Rachel Johnson, Alex Shuttleworth and Gerard 
Edwards were members of this team that competed 
in SA. 

1991 The Clubôs membership base was strong and 
organisers had little difficulty organising events. 
Nillumbik organised the first Maxi event at 
Crocodile Reservoir, a MUMC map used for the 
Australian Champs in 1985. Bernie Shuttleworth set  

the course and Rob Edmonds organised the event. 
The Maxi was set up as an annual mini-rogaine, 
score event. Teams of 2-5 people complete as many 
controls as possible in 3 hours. The format has 
remained basically the same since. A feature of this 
event is the presentation ceremony and the 
bonhomie as competitors mingle and compare notes. 
Another feature of the event is pre-entry so that 
competitors receive pre-marked maps. Rob 
Edmonds has handled the publicity and entries ever 
since the Maxi was inaugurated. Rachel Johnson, 
Alex Shuttleworth and Gerard Edwards were again 
members of the Victorian Schoolsô team that 
competed in QLD. 

1992  EMU ran Day 3 of the Easter 3 Day at 
Borhoney Ghurk with courses set by John Turner. 
The Maxi was held at Conical Hill, Whittlesea. 
Nillumbik organised a 6 Hour Rogaine at Whittlesea 
for the Victorian Rogaining Association. Rachel 
Johnson and Gerard Edwards were members of the 
Victorian Schoolsô team that competed in Victoria, 
at Tripteria. 
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1993 Nillumbik possessed only a few maps 
including Conical Hill near Whittlesea, Creswick 
Forest, Greendale/Blackwood, You Yangs (Wurdi 
Youang), Latrobe University, Diamond Creek and 
Greensborough.  

The Greensborough map was a colour map funded 
through a grant received via the Shire of Diamond 
Valley for the Australian Bicentennial celebrations 
of 1988.  

The Club ran a Badge event at Wurdi Youang 
(another aboriginal place name for the You Yangs) 
and the Maxi was run at Wattle Gully.  

Diggings, near Castlemaine. Course setter was Rob 
Edmonds and Randall Boyce was organiser. Rachel 
Johnson, Glenn Morris and Jenna Shuttleworth were 
members of the Victorian Schoolsô team that 
competed in the ACT. 

1994 Nillumbik Emus comprehensively won the 
Victorian Interclub Challenge at Wurdi Youang. The 
Maxi was held at Hepburn Diggings on a cold day 
with snow showers. Derek Morris set the courses 
and Rob Edmonds organised this event. 

1995 The Club ran the Australian Relay Champs at 
St Georges Lake. Rob Edmonds was organiser and 
Derek Morris course setter. NE also ran the 
Victorian Club Relay Championships at Little Forest 
(Bungal) with Laurie and Rex Niven setting the 
courses. This event was moved from Little Hard 
Hills as a result of the Enfield bushfire in February 
just one month before the event. Ron and Judy 
Frederick set the courses for Day 1 of the Christmas  

5 Day at St Georges Lake. Maxi V was held at Little 
Hard Hills, near Ballarat; organiser Randall Boyce 
and set by Rob Edmonds.  

1996 NE ran two OY events, OY1 at Borhoney 
Ghurk with Rex and Laurie Niven course setting and 
Bernie Shuttleworth organiser. OY13 was held at St 
Georges Lake with Peter and Carolyn Jackson 
setting courses and Janet Fitzwater organiser.  NE 
won the inaugural Rockhopper Trophy. The Maxi 
was held at Borhoney Ghurk. Derek Morris was 
course setter and Rob Edmonds checker and 
organiser. Adrian Jackson was the Clubôs sole 
member of the Victorian Schoolsô team that 
competed in Tasmania. 

1997 The Club ran three Metro League events. The 
Metro League events were at Toorourrong Reservoir 
set by Laurie Niven, Wurdi Youang and Conical 
Hill, set by Ron Frederick. Rex Niven set the 
courses for Bendigo OCôs Kooyoora OY event.  

T Talso ran a club event at Crocodile Reservoir 
which was set by Paul Adrian. Ron Scholes was the 
setter for the Maxi at Jim Crow near Daylesford. 
The first Mountain Bike Orienteering Champs were 
held at Lal Lal. Club riders were Dylan and Bernie  

Shuttleworth, Carolyn, Peter, Melinda and Adrian 
Jackson, Kevin Maloney and Arthur Thurlow. 
Adrian went onto become Australian and World 
Champion. Laurie Niven became VOA President, a 
position she held till 2003. Adrian Jackson was a 
member of the winning Victorian Schoolsô relay 
team that competed in the ACT. 

1998 Easter 3-Day Day 1 at Smiths Reef (organiser 
Rob Edmonds, courses set by Bendigo OC) and Day 
3 at Blowmine (set by Rex Niven and organised by 
Don Fell). NE ran two OY events, Little Hard Hills 
set by Cheryl Taylor and Ron Wescott and St 
Georges Lake set by Rob Edmonds. There were also 
club events at Toorourrong Reservoir, set by Jeff 
Hughes and Laurie Niven and Wurdi Youang. The 
Maxi, held at Sedgwick, was set by Derek Morris. 
The Victorian Night Championships and score event 
were held at Wurdi Youang, set by Rex Niven with 
Joyce Rowlands organiser. Adrian Jackson and 
Stuart Fell were members of the Victorian Schoolsô 
team that competed in WA. We also ran and our first 
mountain bike event at St Georges Lake, Peter and 
Carolyn Jackson remapped and organised the event. 

1999 Smiths Reef, Badge Event at Blowmine set by 
Paul and Dorothy Adrian, Victorian Relays at Little 
Forest Courses were again set by Rex and Laurie 
Niven. Metro at Toorourrong Reservoir set by Jeff 
Hughes. The Maxi was run at St Georges Lake with 
courses set by Carolyn Jackson. The Victorian Night 
Championships were held at Kimbolton Forest 
North. Courses were set by Rex Niven, Joyce 
Rowlands organising. Adrian Jackson was a member 
of the Victorian Schoolsô team that competed in 
NSW. MTBO events at Korweinguboora set by 
Derek Morris and St Georges Lake set by Rob and 
Helen Edmonds. 

2000 OY Blowmine with courses set by Sue Healy 
and Michael Horn. The Maxi was run at Strath 
Creek with courses set by Rob Edmonds. The 
Victorian Night Champs were run at Kimbolton 
Forest with courses set by Rex Niven again helped 
by Joyce Rowlands. Stuart, Rob and James Fell, 
David Hudson, Rachel Edmonds, Melinda and 
Adrian Jackson were Victorian team members at the 
Australian Secondary Schools Champs in QLD. 
MTBO St Georges Lake set by Peter Jackson and 
Korweinguboora set by Rob Edmonds.  
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2001 OY Hepburn Diggings and Badge Event at 
Smiths Reef; Victorian Championships at Whroo set 
by Rex Niven and organised by Ron Frederick and 
Rob Edmonds. The Maxi was run at Lal Lal with 
courses set by Derek Morris.  

At this event we introduced catering. Schon Hudson, 
Sue Healy and Joyce Rowlands have worked hard 
over the ensuing years to make this a vital aspect of 
the Maxi. A variety of soups, rolls, fruit, cake, tea 
and coffee are provided to competitors after the 
event.   

The NightôO Special was back again at Kimbolton 
Forest, with courses set by Rex Niven. Rob and 
Stuart Fell were Victorian members of the first 
Victorian Secondary Schools team to win the 
ASSOC, in the ACT. The Victorian team had 
recorded a number of second places over the years. 
A new Victorian club was formed; Melbourne 
Forest Racers, and sadly we lost the Jackson 
Family to that Club. Other members of MFR with 
Nillumbik connections are Fergus Fitzwater, 
Susannah King and Nicola Vallance. MTBO 
Korweinguboora set by Rob Edmonds and St 
Georges Lake set by Derek Morris.  

2002 Some NEs had major roles in the World 
Masters in 2002, especially Rex Niven, as one of the 
course setters of the Final at Kooyoora, Laurie 
Niven as coordinator of the Non-WMOC events and 
in a negotiating role with World Masters Games 
organisation. Geoff Hudson (with Geoff Adams), 
coordinated the finish/results area and the use of SI. 
State League event at Hepburn Diggings ï set by 
Stuart Fell, assisted by Don Fell and organisation by 
Russell Yeoman and Janet Fitzwater. A Badge event 
was held at Whroo with Rex Niven course setting 
and Ron Frederick organising. An innovative event 
was organised at Borhoney Ghurk by Ian Stirling 
with Don Fell setting the courses. The Maxi, held at 
Mt Hickey, was set by Geoff and David Hudson. 
Geoff also introduced computerised SportIdent 
scoring for the Maxi at this event and a streamlined 
event entry system. A Metro at Latrobe University 
on newly extended OCAD version of the Latrobe 
University map was set by Sue Healy, with 
organisation by Helen Edmonds and checking by 
Mary Omodei: A óCome and Try Itô later in the year, 
on the same map was set by Alan Watts with Alex 
Shepherd organising. Night O Champs were 
organised by Joyce Rowlands with courses set by 
Ron Wescott at Mt Franklin.   

David Hudson (Co-Captain), Rob Fell, Rachel and 
Alice Edmonds were Victorian representatives at the 
Australian Secondary Schools Champs in The 
Flinders Ranges, SA. The Australian MTBO 
Champs were held at Whroo with courses set by 
Derek Morris and organisation by Rob Edmonds.  

2003 The Oceania Relay Champs were held at 
Kooyoora and Rex Niven and Peter Mallen set the 
courses while Ron Frederick, Sue Healy and Rob 
Edmonds worked as a team on organisation. There 
were two State Series events: Blowmine, with 
course setting by Rex Niven and David Hudson, and 
Geoff Hudson organising. And, Glenluce, with Ron 
Wescott and Cheryl Taylor setting, and Jim 
McLennan and Russell Yeoman organising. Metro 
events were held at Latrobe University with Helen 
and Rachel Edmonds course setting and Alex 
Shepherd and Mary Omodei organising. Maxi XIII 
was held at St Georges Lake on a map called 
Creswickôs Lot as it took in an extended area. 
Courses were set by Geoff Hudson. This was the 
year Club stalwart Arthur Thurlow died and the 
event was dedicated to his memory. We also ran 
Metro events at Fairfield Park, Latrobe University 
and Toorourrong Reservoir. Rob Fell (Captain) and  

Hugh Mallen were members of the Victorian 
Schoolsô team that competed at Wattle Gully and Mt 
Tarrengower in Victoria. Rob was in the winning 
senior boys relay team. MTBO Whroo Joyce 
Rowlands course setting and Rob Edmonds 
organiser, and Korweinguboora with Nick and 
Nicola Haslinghouse course setting and Rob 
Edmonds organising. The Club AGM was held at 
Point Cook. 
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2004 Two State Series events Glenluce North, Rex 
Niven course setter and Rob Edmonds organiser and 
Whroo, Geoff Hudson course setter and Schon 
Hudson organiser. The Maxi was held at Little Hard 
Hills with Ron Wescott setting the courses and Jeff 
Hughes checking controls. This event was dedicated 
to the memory of Nigel Aylott who lost his life 
while competing in an endurance adventure 
competition in the United States. Nigel was a regular 
competitor in the Maxi and a 3 time winner in 1998, 
2001 and 2002. This event was the inaugural Inter-
Schools Challenge. Girton Grammar, Bendigo won 
this event and retained the trophy over the next three 
years. The Victorian Sprint Championships were 
held at Latrobe University with Jeff Hughes course 
setting and Ian Stirling organising. There was also a 
Metro sprint event at Scotch College organised by 
David Hudson. Rob Fell (Captain), Hugh Mallen, 
Alice Edmonds and Jessica Niven were members of 
the Victorian Schoolsô team that competed in NSW, 
near Lithgow. Victoria tied for first place with the 
ACT and Rob was in the winning senior boys relay 
team. MTBO at Balt Camp set by Nick 
Haslinghouse and organised by Rob Edmonds and 
Whroo.  

2005 The State Series event at St Georges Lake set 
by Jeff Hughes and organised by Ron Frederick with 
Don Fell as controller. A Badge event was run on 
our new map of the Bungal State Forest. The map 
was converted to OCAD by Laurie Niven and 
fieldwork updated by Club members. Laurie and 
Peter Mallen set the courses on the Bunjil Spirit 
section of this map, organised by Russell Yeoman 
and controlled by Rob Edmonds. This was a World 
Championships Selection ï middle distance at 
Bunjil; sprint distance on our Hepburn Springs map 
the day before. The Victorian Championships 
selection weekend were held at Scotch College. The 
Maxi was held at Glenluce with Geoff Hudson 
setting the courses, assisted by Ian Stirling, Schon 
Hudson was organiser and Ron Wescott controller. 
The Night O Challenge and Sunday score event was 
held at Hepburn Diggings with course setting by 
Rex Niven and organisation by Joyce Rowlands. We 
also ran a Metro event at Latrobe University with 
course setting by Ian Stirling and Rick Bailes and 
organisation by Antony Ball and Trevor Holmes.  
Our Club ran the orienteering at the Victorian 
Teachers Games. The score event was held at 
Eastern Park, Geelong, on a course set by Robyn 
Sunderland. Robyn had also drawn and fieldworked 
the map.  

Rob Edmonds set the courses at the You Yangs. Rob 
Fell (Captain), Dave Mallen and Jessica Niven 
journeyed to Tasmania as members of the Victorian 
Schoolsô team.  

Club President, Ron Frederick , holding the 
Rockhopper Trophy for 2005 with Sue Healy, both 
wearing the original Nillumbik Emus tee-shirt. Other 
members with the later model. Picture taken at 
Nerrina at the Victorian Club Relays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MTBO events were held at Korweinguboora, course 
setting by Geoff Armstrong and organisation by Rob 
Edmonds and St Georges Lake. The latter was an 
Australian MTBO selection trial with courses set by 
Joyce Rowlands, ably assisted by Gordon Clarke, 
and organisation by Rob Edmonds.  

We also assisted the Eureka Club in running the 
Australian Middle Distance Championships on a 
new joint map, Mosquito Flat, at Maryborough. 
Helen Edmonds did the course setting. 

2006 The Australian Easter 3 Days was a major 
undertaking. Don Fell worked on the organising 
committee, Rex Niven set the courses on our new 
Mia Mia map and Ron Frederick was organiser. A 
State Series event was held on our new OCAD map 
of the You Yangs. This map was funded by a 
community grant. A new permanent course was also 
re-established at the You Yangs which has proved 
very popular with various community and school 
groups. The Victorian Sprint Championships were 
held at Latrobe University. Metro events were run at 
Latrobe University and Toorourrong Reservoir. The 
Maxi was run at Whroo with Ron Wescott and 
Cheryl Taylor course setting and Geoff and Schon 
Hudson organising, and Geoff Hudson also course 
checking. Our Club again ran the orienteering at the 
Victorian Teachers Games. The score event was 
held at Barwon Valley Parklands on a course set by 
Robyn Sunderland on a map Robyn had drawn. 
Helen Schofield set the courses at the You Yangs. 
David Mallen, Alice and Kate Edmonds were 
Victorian representatives at the Australian 
Secondary Schools Champs in WA. The MTBO 
State Series at Maryborough and Whroo were both 
set by Rob Edmonds.  
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Nillumbik Emus wins the 2006 Rockhopper 
Trophy!  
Good representation across all age classes and keen 
participation from so many of our members led to 
Nillumbik Emus Orienteering Club winning the 
Rockhopper Trophy.  
The Victorian Orienteering Champs, held at Mt 
Beckworth saw the culmination of the Series.  
Our best performed juniors in the Champs were 
Jessica Niven and Kate Edmonds who finished 1st, 
Jesse Mallen 2nd and Dave Mallen 3rd in their 
respective age classes. 
Place getters in the Champs in the seniors were 
Helen Schofield, Helen Edmonds and Fiona Fell, 
respectively 1st, 2nd and 3rd in Womenôs 50-55; Sue 
Healy and Joyce Rowlands were 1st and 2nd in their 
class; Paul Adrian 2nd and Laurie Niven and Janet 
Fitzwater 3rd.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2007 State Series at Bungal (Bunjil Dreaming) set 
by Rob Edmonds and organised by Russell Yeoman. 
A Badge event was run on Mia Mia with Rex Niven 
the setter and Geoff Hudson organiser. The 
Victorian Middle Distance Championships were run 
at Deadmanôs Flat near Fryerstown. Laurie Niven 
set the courses and Don Fell was organiser. Sunday 
Specials were run at the You Yangs set by Ron 
Wescott, Yarra Parklands and at Toorourrong 
Reservoir where Peter Mallen set the courses. The 
Maxi was run at Hepburn Diggings with Ian and 
Lauris Stirling setting the course, Ron Frederick 
controlling and Geoff Hudson organising.  

Dave Mallen was selected to represent Victoria at 
the Australian Schoolôs Champs in NSW. The 
Victorian team came tied 2nd overall and Vic Junior 
boys (including Dave Mallen) won both individual 
and relay events. Dave Mallen and Rob Fell were 
selected to represent Australia against New Zealand 
in the Oceania Championships. The Australian 
Junior boys, including Dave Mallen, won the 

The previous year had seen the introduction of a 
MTBO Summer Saturday Series. NE conducted 
their first Summer Series event at Hurstbridge on a 
map drawn and course set by Rob Edmonds.  

There had been a footôO map called Hurstbridge 
Environs, used about 25 years earlier by Nillumbik. 
Rob Edmonds also drew a MTBO map of the You 
Yangs taking in the western plantation, the 
designated mountain bike area. Phil Giddings set the 
courses on the map titled Sandy Creek.  

2008 The Club kicked off the year with a mountain 
bike event at Hurstbridge on a hot 38 degree day 
which was organised and set by Rob and Helen 
Edmonds. Phil Giddings course set the last MTBO 
event to be run on our Sandy Creek map at the You 
Yangs. The area has been turned over to the 
equestrians and mountain biking was shifted over to 
the new designated mountain bike area at Kurrajong, 
the western plantation.  A new map would have to 
be made in to allow us to continue to run MTBO 
events at the You Yangs.  Ron Frederick organised 
the event which attracted the largest gathering for 
the Summer Series. Geoff Armstrong set the courses 
for the Victorian MTBO Champs on our new 
Muckleford Diggings map at Maldon with Rob 
Edmonds fieldworking and drawing the new map as 
well as organising a successful event.  

Ron Wescott set the courses for our State Series 
event at Glenluce North with Bernie Shuttleworth as 
organiser. Fiona Fell helped organise the Street 
Maxi at Maribyrnong. Rex Niven mapped the 
extension to our Toorourrong Reservoir map and set 
the courses for a Sunday Special. Phil Giddings was 
organiser. Ian and Lauris Stirling set the courses for 
the Maxi on the newly redrawn St Georgeôs Lake 
map. The orienteering for the Victorian Teachers 
Games was organised on a new map at Bullumwaal 
near Bairnsdale by Rob and Helen Edmonds. Geoff 
Hudson was organiser and Schon Hudson handled 
the catering. Geoff ran a Sunday Special at Carlton 
Gardens and Rex Niven set the courses for a well 
received NightôO Champs and Sunday Score event 
at Smiths Reef, Maldon. Joyce Rowlands was the 
organiser. The Club then ran Day 4 of the Christmas 
5 Day at St Georgeôs Lake. Ron Frederick organised 
the event, Rex Niven set the courses, Rob Edmonds 
was controller and the Hudsonôs organised 
accommodation for Club members at the Creswick 
Forestry School.  

The Club retained the Rockhopper trophy, making, 
in a tight finish finishing just in front of Bendigo, 
closely followed by Yarra Valley and Bayside 
Kangaroos.  
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Final scores for 2006 Victorian 
Champs  

Overall 
Scores  

Nillumbik Emus 150 1522 

Bendigo 131 1295 

Eureka 116 1266 

Bayside Kangaroos 124 1236 

Yarra Valley 147 1154 

Tuckonie 50 1033 

MFR 127 858 

Dandenong Ranges 26 315 

Central Highlands 23 176 

Albury Wodonga 15 146 

ARDF 8 54 



 

Paul Adrian and Gordon Clarke 
relaxing at the 2009 World Masters 

Sue Healy, Dorothy Adrian and  
Joyce Rowlands at World Masters 

Club juniors, Dave Mallen, Scott Gigante and 
Jessica Niven represented Victoria at the Schools 
Champs in NSW.  

Barry Moore gave an excellent talk and slideshow 
on his marathon Audax ride through the Cascades at 
the Clubôs AGM was held at Westerfolds Park. 

2009 The Kinglake Bushfire in February destroyed 
Toorourrong Reservoir facilities.  Our Toorourrong 
Reservoir map including the Grollo extension was 
burnt out. An application for Bushfire Grant $1200 
for new mapping was approved but held off until 
new works are completed. 

Ron Frederick co-ordinated the Australian Master 
Games (Orienteering) at Geelong. He set a street/
parkO event on the Barwon River map. Helen 
Schofield set a bush event in thye You Yangs. The 
Club ran the Silva DuO on their new Kurrajong 
map. The Silva Duo was a new OVIC initiative in 
which the format included a run, a ride and then 
another run. There were about 70 competitors. The 
rain started pouring down about 40 minutes after the 
mass start and continued for the remainder of the 
event. Helen Schofield, Helen and Robert Edmonds 
and Phil Giddings put out controls on Friday 
evening and camped at the assembly area. It was 
beautiful moonlit night for camping, with the skies 
filled with the roar and sight of jet fighters as they 
circled over Flinders peak before descending on the 
Avalon Air Show. 

Ron Frederick coached a large group of novices. 
Dorothy Adrian, Joyce Rowland and Gordon Clark 
assisted the crew with putting together the assembly 
area and running registration; Kevin Maloney 
assisted with event set up and packing up and Jim 
Taylor helped bring in controls.  

Dorothy Adrian and Don Fell organised the State 
Series event on the South German Track map.  The 
event was held on a sunny, autumn weekend. It was 
great to see such a large number of Club members 
lending their support. There was an excellent turnout 
despite the clash with a rogaine and Mothersô Day. 
Saturday night was spent around the campfire under 
a magnificent full moon. Ron Frederick, Rex Niven 
and Rob Edmonds were joined by Peter Maloney 
and several ARDF members. The ARDF group ran a 
night event on our Mia Mia map which a few Club 
members took part. 

StreetôO events were run at Smiths Dell, organised 
by Ron Wescott and Bundoora Park,  organised by  

Jeff Hughes.  Rick Bailes organised an event on the 
Colchester map and Geoff Hudson ran a very 
successful Monday night training series.  

The Club held a working bee at Erica Johnsonôs 
house where the club equipment has been housed for 
nearly 20 years.   

Geoff Armstrong, Geoff Hudson, Glenn Mummery, 
Fiona Shaw, Ron Frederick and Don Fell took part 
in a Level 1 Coaching Course. 

Our committee decided to introduce our new 
BushôO competition tops. Fiona Shaw organized the 
design and manufacture of the new uniform and 
arranged fittings with members. The design was 
based around the óbike topô worn by the national and 
state teams but recognized that most of us are not 
undernourished elites. It is the same as the StreetôO 
T-shirts; but incorporated a plain neckline, a short 
front zip and stand up collar with 3/4 length sleeves.  

The World Master were held in NSW.  
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Xmas in July was a fun and very sociable evening 
hosted by the Stirlings. Fiona unveiled the new club 
running top, Helen won the baby photo competition, 
Janice won the marbles in the jar competition as well 
as taking home the much sort after squeaking 
chicken Kris Kringle present.  

The Maxi was run on the Creswick Diggings map. 
Ian and Laurisô course which Alan Watts vetted, was 
well received and provided a great challenge. Peter 
Mallen and Phil Giddings showed great endurance to 
complete the course. The event format suited all 
standards of orienteering ability and the soup kitchen 
at Slaty Creek picnic ground was a hive of activity. 
There were nearly 100 entries with a good number 
of newcomers. Once again Schon Hudson, Joyce 
Rowlands and Gordon Clarke made sure everyone 
was well fed.  

The Victorian Teachers Games Orienteering event 
was again held at Bullumwaal near Bairnsdale with 
Rob Edmonds completing a new map and organising 
the event. There were 49 entries, including many 
newcomers. Rob and Helen together with Pam King 
were flat out coaching the beginners. Helen won the 
Gold medal and Pam King Silver in the female 
section. Helen followed up with Silver in the 
mountain bike Enduro next day.  

The Victorian Night Champs and Score Event were 
run on our Bunjil map near Ballan. The Course 
Setter was Ron Wescott; while Joyce Rowlands 
made sure the event was a fitting finale to the 
orienteering season. 

The Christmas 5 Day was held in the southern 
highlands of NSW around Bowral. Helen and Rob 
Edmonds enjoyed 5 days of great competition and 
sightseeing on a variety of terrain 

2010  
Our Club ran the Summer Series MTBO event at the 
You Yangs in February. This is a 75 minute score 
event. Rob Edmonds is course setting  

There were 21 club members at the first State Series 
event of the year at Bryceôs Flat on the 7th March. 
Nillumbik was placed second to Bendigo with 17 of 
our members scoring Rockhopper points. It was 
good to see some new talent doing well. Josie 
Yeatman W35, Jim Glaspole M35 scored valuable 
points. Mark Jarvis M21 and Heath Jarvis M21 also 
made their first successful foray into bush 
orienteering. It was great to see Dave Lotty, who 
runs NE when in Victoria, coming down from NSW 
to put in an excellent run. 

  

The last race the Silva DuO Adventure series was 
held at the You Yangs. Jeff Hughes set the foot 
courses and Rob Edmonds the mountain bike course. 
There were plenty of club members to help with the 
organisation; Helen Edmonds, Ron Frederick, Jim  

Taylor, Helen Schofield, Robyn Sunderland, Daniel 
and Tom Edmonds, Kevin and Peter Maloney. 

Ron Frederick and Ron Wescott, won the Mt Hickey 
6 Hour Rogaine outright.  

Alice Edmonds designed our 
Clubôs new free standing start 
and finish banners. The start 
banner received favourable 
comments at the St Helena 
StreetôO event on its first 
showing. It stands over 3 metres 
high and provides a clear point 
for competitors. 

The filming at the You Yangs with Coxy and the 
crew from Coxyôs Big Break went well. Club 
members who featured in the filming were Robyn 
Sunderland, Geoff Armstrong, Kevin Maloney, Rob 
Edmonds and Don Fell. The filming took place at 
the Lower Picnic Ground and at the Branding Yards 
around the north-east side of Flinders Peak. Other 
orienteers you may see featured are VOA President, 
Ian Dodd, Peter Yeates, Kath Copland, Ewen 
Templeton, Paul Elam, Mike Hubbert, Peter Lada, 
Peter Edmonds and Mick Mutton.  
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Lauris Stirling fills the hot water urn watched by 
Helen Edmonds and Ryan Carberry  

Ron Wescott was the course setter and Rob 
Edmonds the organiser for a very successful Queens 
birthday weekend Badge event at Chokeôem Gully. 

Gordon Clarkeôs funeral was held at the Lilydale 
Memorial Chapel on May 13th. Gordon was a greatly 
respected orienteer and husband of Joyce Rowlands. 
Gordon was a member of Yarra Valley but helped 
out enormously at our Clubôs events. He was even 
lending a hand at the Victorian Champs the previous 
year, when he was obviously not well. The chapel 
overflowed with mourners, many from the 
orienteering fraternity. David Goddard, President of 
YV, gave an excellent eulogy; as did one of 
Gordonôs mates, a neighbour of the Clarke family, 
from their days living in Ringwood, and his son. All 
the stories bore testimony to Gordonôs great life and 
character. Everyone spoke warmly of Joyce and the 
great care she took of Gordon. 

After some 20 years, Marion and Bill Johnson 
retired from bush orienteering. It is remarkable how 
Bill and Marion have continued to go to bush events 
into their 80ôs. Their contribution to the organisation 
of events and their participation will be sadly 
missed. After 20 years of storing club equipment at 
Erica Johnsonôs place, it was time to find a new 
home for the trailer and equipment. Members 
gathered at Ericaôs place to tidy up and begin the 
move of equipment to the Nivenôs place in Eltham.  

The Victorian MTBO Long Distance Champs were 
held on a perfect day on our Muckleford Diggings 
map, near Maldon, There were several entries from 
NSW and SA and a visitor from Switzerland. Rob 
Edmonds was the organiser and Phil Giddings 
courses were well received. Helen Schofield, Sue 
Healy, Joyce Rowlands, Janet Fitzwater, Ron 
Frederick, Kathy Liley and Robyn Sunderland were 
of great assistance in setting up and running the 
event. Jim Taylor, Kevin Maloney, Peter Maloney, 
Geoff Armstrong and Helen Edmonds also assisted 
on the day.  

Ron Frederick was elected Vice-President of the 
Victorian Rogaining Association and Phil Giddings 
continues as membership secretary for the VRA.  

The Maxi was held on our Whroo map with Ron 
Frederick, Helen and Rob Edmonds organising the 
event. Club members helped to make for a friendly 
and well organised event. Whroo was the wettest we 
have seen it and Ron and Helen managed to work 
out which tracks were unnavigable on Saturday 
when putting out controls. Luckily, a friendly 4WD 
passerby came to the rescue. Lauris and the catering 
team did a fantastic job with the catering on Sunday. 

This yearôs Maxi had two innovations ï the use of SI 
Computerôs OEScore program to collate points and 
International Code for control descriptions. Previous 
to this, Geoff Hudson had developed and used 
software to calculate the scoring, with an innovative 
route printout. 

Phil Giddings running the start 

Leonie serves out the soup 
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